Multiple myeloma and chronic myelomonocytic leukaemia developing in a patient with autoimmune disease.
A 64-year-old lady with a personal and family history of autoimmune disease developed chronic myelomonocytic leukaemia and multiple myeloma simultaneously. Her sister died of acute myelomonocytic leukaemia, but showed no evidence of autoimmune disease. It is possible that chronic immunological stimulation, perhaps by an autoantigen, may predispose toward malignant transformation in both plasma cell and monocyte series. However, the present observations raise the alternative possibility of a primary disorder of monocytes that predisposes toward both autoimmune disease and a clonal disorder of plasma cells.